Do women referred for colposcopy receive adequate information from the primary care team?
The objective of this study was to assess whether women had been counselled by their primary health care team and whether or not they had received any information about colposcopy. We also asked where the best information had been obtained. The setting was the colposcopy clinic of a large district general hospital, the design of which was a cross-sectional audit using a questionnaire. The subjects were 100 women attending the colposcopy clinic. The results show that 63% of women were seen by their primary health care team before the colposcopy visit and that counselling was associated with knowledge about colposcopy (P = 0.017). However, 43% of women felt that they knew nothing about colposcopy whilst 19% of women thought that the information they had obtained was not useful. We conclude that there is scope for improving the quality, timing and provision of information for women undergoing colposcopy.